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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

Response to amendment filed 02/25/2009. Claims 1, 5-6, and 8 have 
been amended. Claims 1 , 5-6, and 8 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 5-6, and 8 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 , 5-6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gutta et al, US PG Pub # 20040003393, hereinafter Gutta, in view of Bates 
et al, US Patent # 6745367, hereinafter Bates, further in view of Russ et al, US 
PG Pub # 20040068739, hereinafter Russ, in further view of Chang et al, US PG 
Pub # 20020174424, hereinafter Chang, in further view of Seidman et al, US 
Patent # 6298482, hereinafter Seidman. 

With regard to claim 1, Gutta discloses 

A method for providing a history of viewed broadcasting programs, the method 
comprising: 
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selecting a broadcast signal (Figure 2, step 240 and paragraph [0031], the 
system determines which channel is being watched and records information for 
that selected channel); 

extracting program data related to the history of the viewed broadcasting 
programs from the selected broadcasting signal (Figure 2, item 250 and 
paragraph [0031]; record information about the selected channel being watched 
in a specific file); 

displaying the program data related to the history of the viewed broadcasting 
programs in a list form, wherein titles and viewing times of each of the 
broadcasting programs viewed are stored in a memory (paragraph [0031]; a 
usage history for each user can be built and displayed to an authorized user, 
such as which channels were watched and for how long); and performing an 
authentication process to display the program data (Figure 5, step 510 an 
authorized user is required to enter a PIN to see the user histories). 

Gutta fails to disclose enabling a user to set a predetermined time period 
for storing the history of the viewed broadcasting programs, and storing the data 
at the predetermined time period set by the user. Bates discloses a system in 
which a parent can monitor the view history of a child while internet browsing. 
Specifically, as described in Figure 3, steps 324 and 326 and column 6, lines 14- 
22, the parent can set either an interval timer that captures a viewing record at 
predetermined intervals (for example every 10 seconds) or a view stay timer that 
records a viewing record if the user has viewed a content over a threshold 
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amount of time. The parent can view the stored records as described in column 
6, lines 4-1 0. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to apply the teaching of Bates that allows a 
parent to set a time period for storing a viewing record with the system as taught 
by Gutta that allows a parent to view the history of programs watched by a child 
in order to allow a parent to continuously monitor viewing behavior either every 
pre-determined interval of time, or when a child has watched a content over a 
threshold time, indicating interest in the content. 

Gutta in view of Bates fails to disclose creating an electronic program 
guide (EPG) picture using the extracted program data. Russ discloses a system 
in which a parent can monitor a child's activities from another room. As 
described in paragraph [0045]; the system can store both on-time information 
and past information for each remote device connected to the system. For 
example, as illustrated in Figure 8, the device will tell a parent that the remote 
device is tuned to the program "Jag" being watched in another room. This is 
presented in an EPG format as shown in Fig. 8. These EPG listings can be 
created for past history as well, as indicated in paragraph [0045]. Accordingly, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teaching of Russ to present viewing history in an EPG 
format to present the information in a familiar and user-friendly way. 

Gutta in view of Bates in further view of Russ fails to disclose storing in 
memory a title and viewing time corresponding to each of the broadcasting 
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programs viewed and displaying the program data comprising the title and 
viewing time corresponding to each of the broadcasting programs viewed during 
the predetermined time. Chang describes a system which tracks the history of 
programs watched by a user (abstract). Specifically, Chang describes storing a 
history of programs viewed and the viewing time for those programs (figure 4-5 
and paragraph [0041-0042]; the programs that were viewed are highlighted in the 
program guide along with the person who viewed them (e.g. Mark Smith) and the 
viewing time (e.g. 9:00 - Free Willy was watched). Accordingly, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teaching of Chang to list in the created program guide of Gutta in 
view of Bates in further view of Russ the names of the programs watched and the 
viewing time of those programs in order for a parent to monitor television 
programs watched by children (Chang, paragraph [0046]). 

Gutta in view of Bates in further view of Russ in further view of Chang fails 
to disclose transmitting the program data related to the history of the viewed 
broadcasting programs to broadcasting stations. Seidman discloses a system in 
which viewer history records (fig. 4 and column 7, lines 39-55; viewer records 
include program name, viewing time, etc.) are uploaded to the head-end 
(corresponding to the broadcasting station which provides the programs in order 
to build a user profile (column 7, line 63 - column 8, line 12). Accordingly, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teaching of Seidman of uploading program data 
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information to the broadcasting station to the system of Gutta in view of Bates in 
further view of Russ in further view of Chang in order to target programming to 
the user based on the information (Seidman, column 3, lines 56-65). 

Claims 5 & 8 are the apparatus claims corresponding to claim 1, and are 
analyzed and rejected accordingly. 

With regard to claim 6, Gutta fails to disclose means for inputting user's 
search and history set request. Bates further discloses the system comprising 
means for inputting user's history search and history set request (Figure 1 , item 
112 pointer device and keyboard used in the system of setting a history time 
range). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to add the teaching of Bates to the system to enable 
the user to make input selections such as setting the time interval to record 
history records. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
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period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MARK D. FEATHERSTONE whose 
telephone number is (571 )270-3750. The examiner can normally be reached on 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-F US Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272-7296. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
E-Signed 

/Mark Featherstone/ - Assistant Examiner 
/Andrew Y Koenig/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2423 



